89  » 4 
* ” 2 94 


7. The Sin . Dang, r of 2 
Evil of Dignities, conſide der d 


„* 


K — $4 


vnn. 


— 
— 


7 
& 4 F | * 
# 4 


"gr . 695... * 
IN 4 T7” 


8ER MON 


Preach'd in the 


Pariſh· Church of ODIHAM 


IN 
HAMPSHIRE. 
On n. Wag 29, 171% 


* 


By. Jorn Pr FEA Maſter of the 
F&EE-SCTOOT, and Lefhurer of the 
60 Pariſh, Y 


* 


* 


LONDON: | 
Printed for V. Mears without Temple: Bar, 

and fold by J. Roberts in Warwick Lane 
| MDCCXVI. * Price 4 4. | [| 


— — — 


— 
— 


— „22 


71 me 


*% - 


11 


2 
* 
—-— 


* 


1 O 


Owen Buckingham, Eſq; 


MOULSFORD 
IN THE 


County of BERKS. 


81 R, 
T a JunQure when an 
open Rebellion is form- 


ed Abroad, and by the unjuſt 


Complainings in our Streets, en- 
couraged at Home, againſt our 
Lawful and Gracious Sovereign 
King GE OR E, it cannot but 
be the Duty of every honeſt 
Subject, and eſpecially of the 

Clergy, 


| The Dedication. 
Clergy, thoſe Watch-men upon 
our Walls, to remind the Peo- 
ple of their Duty and Allegi. 
ance, and thereby to pre. 
vent thoſe Calamities, which 
their unnatural Mur murings 
will bring down upon their 
Heads, and which mult inevi. 


tably lay our Country like the 


Great City, Nineveb, Empty, 
Void, and Waſte. 

'Tis the Deſign of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe to repreſent 
the Sin and Danger of ſpeaking 
Evil of Dignities. And tho it 
may be cenſured as an imper- 
fect Eſſay towards it, yet I am 
inclin'd to think, that ſome who 
heard it with delight from the 
Pulpit, will read it with Can- 

dour 


The Dedication. 

„ dour from the Preſs : And as 
bor thoſe who may condemn it 
- upon the Account of its Sub- 
- ecd, I ſhall think their Reproach 
my Honour, and their Spirit of 
Reviling, but the overflowing of 
their Gall and the Effect of Re- 
bellious Princi ples. However, 


ITY 


Tis with no ſmall Confi- 
dence that I prefix your Name 
to this Diſcourſe, neither can I 
think it an unacceptable Pre- 
ſent to you. When I conſider 
that ſteady Loyalty, and unſha- 
ken Fidelity for which your ho- 
noured Father was ſingularly 
Remarkable, and which, in a pe- 


culiar Manner, he exemplified, 
when 


The Dedication. 


when our Great Metropolis flou: 
riſhed under his 2 5 
and Juſtice: And when Ireflect, © 
that you are the perfect Copy of 
ſuch an Original, with this and 

other ſuch Vertues which adorn 
your Chriſtian and Moral Life, | 
to addreſs a Perſon of your Cha- 
raFer, I think no ſmall Honour 
done to my Own. 

The only Thing that I ought | 
to ask Pardon' of the W orld, 
is, that your excellent Endow- 
ments, which are ſo well known, 
and which by all unprejudiced 
Perſons are fo juſtly Applau- 
ded, ſhould ſcarce be mentio- 
ned by, SIR, 

Tour moſt obliged, 
Humble Servant, aus 
Joux Pareen, , 


'” At. 
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2p E T. ii. and part of the 10th Verſe. 


— They are not afraid to Speak Evil of | 
Dignities. | | 
| 


S tis the End and Deſign of all Govern- 
ment, to procure the Happineſs and 

roſperity of a Community, ſo there's no- 
ing that does more effectually over-turn 
* the 


the one, and diſappoint the other, than the 
Seditious Commotions of reſtleſs and unruly 
Spirits. For tho the Determinations of the 
beſt of Men, and of the beſt of Princes for 
the Publick Welfare, may ſeem to be fix d 
on a very promiſing Baſis, yet ſince Humane 
Laws cannot lay an abſolute Reſtraint upon 
our Paſſions, they are liable to be fruſtrated 
in their grand Intention; and Strife and Pic. 
order, Faction and. Sedition, can rend and 
confound the beſt temper d Conſtitution in 
the World, and put .the Foundations of the Þ 
Earth out of Courſe. © T2 1-68 


To repreſent theſe Obſervations in a nearer 
View, I ſhall look back to the Hiſtory of W o. 
the Words before us, conſider the Character WM th 
of the Perſons to whom they immediately WM ſel 
refer, and then apply them to the Preſump- WM fot 
tuous and Self- will de Revilers of the preſent MI th: 
Age, who with a Freedom unbecoming MW wi 
them as Men, as Subjects and Chriſtians, MW fro 
rake Pleafure in miſrepreſenting and ſpeaking 
Evil of Diguities. | 


There being nothing that ſets Men mor: 
upon guarding againſt Danger, than a ſealo- 


nable Notice thereof, the Apoſtles of our. s 
Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, to whom he had gom- the 
mitted the Sacred Depoſirum of his Church, ¶ give 
fore-kaowing by a Prophctical Spirit the pher 


Diſaſter 


- 


Ig] 
Diſaſters and Oppreſſions it was to conflict 
with, by Reaſon of the combined Hoſtilities 
of Men and Devils; agreeable to their high 
Vicegerency and Truſt, they pointed out the 
Sufterings of the Spouſe. of Chriſt, and have 
left us upon unalterable Record, the Marks 
of thoſe devouring. Wolves, that ſhould in 
the ſeveral Ages of the World parole in the 
Lord's Vineyard. For tho' tis the God-like 
Deſign of Chriſtianity to refine and ſubli- 
mate the Underſtandings of Men, yet ſince 
it fixes a Reſtraint upon our Paſſions, and 
we are ſo perverſely fond of our ſelves, that 
we had rather act as we pleaſe, than as we 
ought, tis no wonder to find that we clog 


x W our Duty with unreaſonable Impoſitions, and 
er think it a moſt unnatural Cruelty upon our 
y WW (elves, to leſe a Right Eye in Defence, and 
WW for the Sake of the Truth. Hence it was 
nt that Chriſtianity was propagated and planted 
g WH with Difficulty and Oppoſition ; and 'tis 
s, from hence obvious to inferr,upon what very 
good Grounds the Apoſtles fore-told, that 
perilous Times ſhould come, and that the 
Blaſphemy of Mockers ſhould be heard on every 
Jae. 
fs | | FI 
ur Such were that execrable Sect of Men, 
m- the Groſticks, againſt whom St. Jude has 
b, given us many cautionary Inſtructions, decy- 
deſſ phered their Characteriſtick Opinions and 


er B Practices; 


— — — — —ä—ä——— 


to] 

Practices, and almoſt in the ſame Words 

with our Apoſtle : They disbelieved the 

moſt Fundamental Laws of the Chriſtian £ 

Religion, and in Times of Perſecution, de. 

nied our only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus | 
S.Jud. 4. Chriſt, F They were infamous for Cove- 


touſneſs and Cowardice, for Senſuality , I Cj 
Pride, Ambition and Faction. They at- 0 
tributed to themſelves the Title of X»ow- £1] nc 
*YV@51X00, ing * Men, yet were Wells without . ater, [f 
Clouds that were carried with a Tempeſt. | 
They ſpoke great Swelling Words, and being} | 
impure themſelves, corrupred thoſe who BY wi/ 
+ Pet. 2. had eſcaped from their Life of I Error. They 
18, promiſed their Followers Liberty from all 1 
Subjection, and hence it was but natural for Dan 
them to deſpiſe Government, to be preſumpta- 
ous and ſelf-will'd, and to ſpeak Evil of Digni- WY 11 
tres, | J bers 
| | J their 
It muſt be with Concern that every true nd 
Lover of his Country, and of all that can ; 
be dear to him, finds that Spirit of pet x. 
Evil of Dignities, working in this Generation, may 


and the peculiar Talent of the preſent (for Wnizze, 
which the Gnoſticks were fo infamous in the 

Apoſtolick) Age. An Abomination it is, which] Nc 
is not confined to Corners and private Ca-Mhpreſer 
bals, but appears publickly in Defence of WPerſoy 
T reaſonable Practices, and in Defiance of ourWconte; 


gracious and beneficent Sovereign, whom Fciouſ] 
| the 


L II 
che King of Kings has ſet over us, and whom 
the Laws of the Land have eſtabliſhd to be 
our Ruler and Governour. And ſince ſpeak- 
A ing Evil of Dignities, is a Practice ſo con- 
I trary to that Obedience which the Goſpel 
I cnjoins, ſo repugnant to the Principles of the 
church of England, of which we pretend 
to be found Members, and even to the com- 
non Notions of Humanity and Gratitude, 
II ſhall enquire 


l. How many Ways we may become 
bY cwilty of ſpeaking Evil of Dignities. 


ll. I ſhall conſider the enormous Guilt and 
banger of this infamous Liberty. And 


III. I will apply my ſelf to thoſe Diſtur- 
J bers of our /ſrae/, who plead Conſcience for 
J their impious and unreaſonable Revilings, 
ind juſtifie themſelves upon Principle. 


J 1. I am to enquire how many Ways we 
gay become guilty of ſpeaking Evil of Dig- 


J ities, | 


Nov evil Speaking in general, is miſre- 
-Wprelenting and depretiating the Actions and 
Perſons of others, in order to render them 
contemptible. If the Accuſation we mali- 
clouſly report be falſe, and we are ſenſible 

| B 2 | that 


1120 

that it is ſo, tis blank Calumny; if we are not 
ſenſible of it, but report it upon the Word 
of another, tis detraction and evil Speaking, 
and ſo we are culpable either Way, whether 
we our ſelves are the Authors of Scandal, 
or whether we report it upon the bare Word 
of every Incendiary, whoſe Words, as So- 
* Prov. lomon * obſerves, are as Wounds that go 
26.22. down into the innermoſt Parts of the Body, | 
For though Vertue and Innocence carry with * 
them an amiable Luſtre, and fill the Souls of 
thoſe that truly poſſeſs them with ſuch re- 
freſhing Beams, as bring at once both Ligle 
and Joy; yet when Men of invidious and 
black Diſpoſitions, are reſolved to ſully and 
impair their Beauty, tis but too often that 
they are eclipſed at the infectious Breath of | 
N 

; 

! 


=. a. ana. EE na, 


a Lying Tongue. Tis this that raiſes Facti- 
ons and Seditions in Kingdoms and Com- 
monwealths, depopulates whole Countries, 
and ſets the World on Fire, and ſhall it ſelf * 
+ Jam. 3. in another Senſe than that of St. James, + le 
6. fet on Fire of Hell, But tho all evil Speak- 
ing charges a vaſt Load of Guilt upon the 
Offender, yet there are ſome Caſes, wherein 
it commences a more reproachful Malig- © 
nity, and Sin it ſelf becomes more exceedingly 
finful, And particularly fo, when Men peat 
Evil of Dignities, and ſlander the Footſteps © 
of God's Anointed, This is a fort of evil 
Speaking, as involves us not only _ 
; Uiits 


1 — 5 
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[13] 
Guilt of an ordinary Offence, but in that of 
Treaſon and Rebellion. It is not only an open 
Hoſtility againſt Men, but a Violence done 
to thoſe, who, in a peculiar Manner, bear the 
Image and Superſcription of God, And is 
therefore a bold Stroak at Omnipotence, 
and without a Fable, wages War with 
Heaven. Now tho' we become Guilty of 


eating Evil of Dignities, by as many 


Ways as we endeavour to leſſen the Autho- 
rity and Value of our Civil Governours, 
yer the particular Caſes to which the reſt 
may bereduced, are, 


1. By ridiculing their Perſons. 

2. By miſrepreſenting their Actions. 

3. By reproaching or undervaluing their 
Adminiſtration. 


1. By ridiculing their Perſons. 


The ſeveral Orders and Degrees of Men 
in the World, have been always acknow- 
ledg'd to be an Argument of the ſuperinten- 
dent Providence of God, and 'tis what is 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Government and 
Peace of Mankind. So that though every 
Perſon does in ſome reſpect deſerve Honour, 
yet Perſons of Figure and State, as Kings 
and Princes, demand an Obſervance and due 
Regard, in a much higher Degree than other 

| Men 


[ 14 ] 
Men. Every Indignity offered to them, is 
a Step towards Rebellion, and when diſcon- 
tented Subjects grow ſaucy and impudent to 
their King, they will in Time be prepared to 
violate that Sacred Head, which they be- 
fore ignominiouſly treated, as th it had not 
been anointed with Oil. Some Men are never 
pleaſed with any Adminiſtration of Affairs, 
and tho' a David or a Solomon (ſhould fit up- 
on the Throne, yet will there be found an 
Abſalom to grieve the Heart of the one, and 
an Adonijah to attempt the Kingdom of the 
other. | | 


The uſual, and indeed moſt natural Pro- 
oreſs troubleſome Spirits make in this Caſe, 
is, to entertain mean and contemptible 
Thoughts of Dignities, and then to expreſs 
their Sentiments by a diſreſpectful Behavi- 
our, which is Diſbonour and Irreverence, and 
afterwards they burſt out into reproachfu! 
Speeches, which the Apoſtle calls ſpeaking 
Evil of Dignities, And when they have 
been inſtigated by Prejudice, evil Counſelſor 
private Reſentment, to ſpeak contemptibly 
of Princes, the next Step is to miſrepreſent 
their Actions, which is a ſecond way, where- 
by we incur the Guilt of ſpeaking Evil of 


Dignities, In all Revolutions of King- 
doms there have been never wanting Shi» | bate 
mei s to Curſe and revile, And what with nate 
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2 the great Diſtance there is between a Prince 
and his People, and what with the unjuſt 


Repreſentations and ſeditious Lectures of 


National Incendiaries, the Actions of our 
1 Governours are ſcann d with a vaſt Diſad- 
I vantage by the Populace, and not only this, 
but with Prepoſſeſſion, Uncharitableneſs and 
lw ill. Hence it is that Subjects grow 


peeviſh and diſfatisfied ; and by a Supply 


of never - ceaſing Clamour, their Affections 
{I zre alienated from their Sovereign. Hence 
it is that his beſt Actions are ſet in an im- 
I proper Light, and in falſe Colours. By 
which Means he is render d leſs uſeful in his 
bigh Station, his Perſon is reviled as weak 


and contemptible, his Royal Vertues clouded, 


bis Authority defied, and all the vile Infinu- 
1 :tions of Men and Devils artfully employ'd, 
to ſpirit up his Subjects into a moſt unnatu- 


ral and moſt unjuſtifiable Rebellion. Thus 
by vilifying the Per/ons, and traducing the 
Actions of Princes, we involve our ſelves 
in the horrid Guilt of ſpeating Evil of Dig- 
vities. But there is a Third Way of falling 
into this dreadful Impiety, which is by re- 
proaching or falſly accuſing the Juſtice of 
their Adminiſtration. There are Myſteries 
in Policy as well as Religion, and Problems 
which not only admit of Diſpute and De- 
tate, but ſuch as the unthinking and illite- 
rate Vulgar can have no tolerable Notion 

of 


Prov 


1 


1. 


Pſalm teach bis Senators || Wiſdom. By this quiet anc 
105. 22. religious Behaviour, we ſhould be in a fat 


+Pſal.72.he would give the King his Judgments, + and 


let us betake our ſelves to a more prudentf 


116 
of: And yet Credulity and a vexatious De- 
ſire of Novelty from within, and malici- 
ous Amuſements from without, have made! 
ſome Men talk as if they could penetrate 
thro the whole Intrigues of State, and were! 
competent Judges of the ſeveral Maximsf 
and Rules of Policy. So that if any Thing! 
they would be thought to underſtand, does 
not hit their Fancy, they preſently com ö 
mence Male - Contents, and are prepared to 
take up with the Impoſtures of an Infallibl 
Guide. Bat Lord how long ſhall the ungodly 
make ſuch proud boaſting, and trouble thing 
Heritage? For the regard which we have 
to the Sacred Name by which we are called 


and ſucceſsful Management, and in behalf 
of our Anointed Sovereign, let us become 
humble Supplicants to that God by b. 
Kings Reign and Princes decree Juſtice, that 


wr uy as * » Wy i oY UE WO A BT OT TI 


bis Righteouſneſs unto the King's Son; that he 
would inform his Nobles after his Will, and 


— 
omg 


way to draw down a Bleſſing upon the whole 
Community of which we are Members 
This would ingage Heaven to proſper the 
Endeavours of his Sacred Majeſty for the 


Publick Good, and tranſmit the Comforts} 1 


of his Reign, to lateſt Poſterity. w_ 
this 


L171 
this will not invite us, tis to be hoped the 
Terrors and ſad Effects which ſo naturally 
and inſeparably attend the Breach of our 
Duty, will awaken us into a Senſe of it, and 
therefore I ſhall go on. 


2dly. To conſider the enormous Guilt and 
Danger of ſpeaking Evil of Dignities. Thou - 

alt not revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ru- Exod. an. 
ler of thy People. To puniſh the Juſt s not a8. 
good, nor to ſtrike Princes for + Equity. M + prov. 
Son fear the Lord, and the King, and 17. 26. 
meddle not with them that are given || to; Cap. 34. 
change. And again, Curſe not the King, no, 
not in thy thought, nor the rich in thy 
Bed-chamber, for a Bird of the Air ſhall 
carry the Voice, and that * which hath Wings * kccleſ 
ſhall tell the Matter. Honour all Men, love 10. ac. 
the Brotherhood, fear God, honour the ft i pet. 2. 
King. Preſumptuous are they, ſelf-willed, they i. 
are not afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities. 
The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles has en- 
joyned Duty of Obedience under this ter- 
rible Sanction: Let every Soul be ſulject to 
the Higher || Powers. For there is no Power || Rom.. 
but of God; the Powers that be, are ordained 1n . 
of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, 
refiſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that * See San- 
Refiſt ſbril receive to themſelves Damnation _ 


The incomparable Sanderſon * obſerves, that Page 23: 
. tho 


[18] 
1 2 tho' thoſe + Words z«bws BAzopnueule,es we 
ED be flanderouſly reported, imply no more than 
an ordinary Slander ; yet by a Speciality, 
the Word Sazoprugute fignifies, the higheſt 
Degree of Slander; to wit, ſuch a contempt 
of God, as is properly Blaſphemy, Now 
tho' thoſe Words SFA & mpiuuso: BAzogr- 


pe3vl:s, they are not afraid to ſpeak Evil of 


Dignities, do not amount to the ſtrict No- 
tion of Blaſphemy ; yet tis no Impropriety 
to ſay of thoſe who are guilty of both, 
that they Blaſpheme God and the King. For 
Cap. iz, he is the Miniſter || of God to us for good, 
OY and a revenger to execute Wrath upon bim 
that doth Evil. So that whoever reviles his 
Perſon, and contems his Authority, as he 
prevents as much as in him lies his capaci- 
of doing good, he not only deſpiſes Man, 
gut God, Would but the prophane Scof- 
fers of our Sion, candidly reflect upon the 
Force and Solemnity of thoſe Paſſages, they 
would with ſhame and confaſſon of Face, be- 
think themſelves what vile Miſcreants they 
have been; what a Load of Gailt, and Weight 
of Damnation, they have contracted by that 
Mint of poor Scandal and contemptible Re- 
dicule, which has of late been vented, to 
the Reproach and Diſhonour of the Britiſh, 
as well as Chriſtian Name. An Inſolence 
not more Aſtonitting, than Impious. Tis 
a mobbi Refuge, and the Argument of a 
| mean 
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[ 19 ] 
mean Soul. It breaks down the Defences of 
Vertue, and /ays waſte: the Conſcience. Tis 
ſeldom a ſolitary Vice, and proves a bar- 
ren Misfortune to a People. In its Conſe- 
quences it affects a whole Nation, and the 
Calamities which attend it, generally be- 
come Epidemical. Aſperſions of this dam- 
nable Nature, are too apt to gain ground 


a pace. They are like a * Pe/tilence that * palm 
walketh in Darkneſs, or the Sickneſs that de- 91. 6. 


ftroyeth in the Noon. day. When the Cha- 
racter of a Prince is murdered, and his Con- 
duct · blacken d, tho' his Innocence be the 
chief Ingredient of his Fortitude, and he is 
therefore unmoved, at the Reproaches of a 
diſtracted Populace; yet ſuch is the ſottiſh 
Credulity of ſome, and the ſeditious Inſinu- 
ations of others, that the Contagion runs 
like Wild-fire, and at laſt breaks out into an 
Inflammation of Diſorder and Contuſion. It 
divides the Church, and diſtracts the State, 
makes People negligent of their Safety, and 
careleſs even in the moſt important Concerns 
of their Salvation. And I will remind the 
vile Authors and Abettors of this evil 
Practice, of this one Circumſtance more, 
which is, that by inſtilling groundleſs Jea- 
louſies into the People, fo as to /leal away 
their Hearts, and alienate their Affections 
from their Sovereign, they over-whelm 
themſelves in the guilr, not only of Scandal, 

C 2 Cala» 


L 20 ] 

Calumny, Lying, and Defamation, but in 
that of Perjury. For as Subjects, tho' they 
have not taken the Oath of Allegiance to 
King George; yet they are engaged to de- 
fend and aſſiſt him againſt all Conſpiracies 
and Rebellions whatſoever: And whether 
they Plot againſt him themſelves, or con- 
nive at the Rebellion of others, they are 
Rebels, and are guilty of Unfaithfulneſs and 
Difloyalty. But if they have taken the 
Oath of Allegiance to him, and ſolemnly 
abjured all Pretenders whatſoever; and yet 
not withſtanding this, become open Patrons of 
Sedition, or tacitly approve of it in others, 
they are Perjured themſelves; and where 
the Letter of the Law cannot puniſh, the 
Tribunal of Conſcience adviſes, judges, and 
condemns them. Thus Complicated and 
Flagitious is the Sin of our Modern Revi- 
lers; and beſides, the perſonal Evil which 
they bring upon themſelves, they muſt an- 
{wer for all the lamentable Conſequences 
which are, or may be the Iſſue of their baſe 
Calumnies, and for all the unhappy Souls 
that periſh thro' their 7reachery, Guile or 
Deluſion, | 


Were it needful for me to aſſume the part 
of an Hiſtorian, I might produce innumera- 
ble Inſtances of the fatal Conſequences, and 
evil Tendency of {peaking Evil of Dignities q 

An 
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1nd particularly, as it unhinges all Govern- 
nent, and is humanely ſpeaking, a Symp- 


om of its approaching Diſſolution. But I 
Ipall not look far back into the Annals of 
ſormer Ages; the return of the Year, and 
the ſolemn Call of our Church, ſuggeſt to 
Ine a moſt unhappy Memorial of theſe Diſ- 
ſaſters, | mean the barbarous and execrable 


5 
ö 
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I the Vulgar to taint their Loyalty, and poy- 
27 ſon their Principles. They firſt Belyed and ons. 
1 Reproached their Sovereign, and afterwards 
in the Name of the People of | Exg/and, Im- 


priſoned, Arraigned, Condemned and Exe- 
cuted him, in a manner unknown to former 
Ages. And tho we truſt in God, that our 


J rebellious Murmurings will never arrive again 
J to ſuch a fatal Criſis; yet if we may gueſs 
J at the Intention of ſome Men by their Pro- 
q ceedings, tis but too evident that they pur- 


ſue ſuch Methods, that are utterly De- 
ſtructive of our happy Conſtitution both in 
Church and State, and that they defend ſuch 


Principles, as muſt be calculated for the Eſta- 


bliſhment 


Murder of Charles the Firſt. The“ Writers SecLord 
af thoſe Times, aſſign this to be one prin- 7 
I cipal Cauſe of the Miſeries under which the ftory. 
Nation groaned in the late Days of Rebuke Bater of u. 
ud Blaſphemy, viz. the odious and unjuſt bles of 
Calumnies, which were thrown upon his Sa- 3 

Y cred Majeſty, and which by factious Spirits i wat 
F were induſtriouſly infuſed into the Ears of e's Hi- 


Collecti- 


Job 30. 
1. 
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bliſhment of a Popiſh Prtender upon thei 

Ruins. To ſuch I ſhall in the third Place 
apply my felt; conſider the Abſurdity off 
their pretenſions, and the Folly as well as Im 


piety of their daring Attempts. 


3dly, Tis indeed ſad and melancholy to obi 
ſerve, that our Anointed Sovereign, K. George 
whoſe Right of Succeſſion to theſe Realms had 
been ſo many Years, and ſo legally ſettled® 
ſhould now be queſtioned by ſome, and 
flatly denied by others. And not only this 
that his Perſon and Family ſhould be the 


Subjects of the ſcoundrel Banter and Drolleryy 


of ſuch Men, whom (as Job * ſpeaks off 


himſelf) he would diſdain to ſet with tha 
Dogs of his Flock. A King, deſcended from 
a long and ancient Line of iHaſtrious and 
noble Anceſtors, whole Piety, Goodneſs and 
conſummate Wiſdom Abroad, gained him 
the Hearts of his People, and whoſe Depar- 
ture from them they lamented with uncom- 
mon Concern; whole [tereſt and Reputa- 
tion in Forcign Courts, will very much 
ſtrengthen the Intereſt of the Engliſh Na- 
tion. By all which he adds a Luſtre to the 


my 


1 


. 


Royal Diadem, Authority to the Scepter, | 


and enobles the Throne he ſits on. His 


Perſonal Majeſty demands, as his Vertues | 


invite our Obedience, He has no Maxims of 
3 which can prepare him to violate 
that 


N toc 
q pre 
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1 hat Sacred Oath, which he has ſo ſolemnly 


ind heartily taken. And if his Actions may 


e conſtrued a Comment upon his Inclinati- 


ons, it appears that he has not taken it in 


vain. The Safety of his People, like a 


Iuue Nurſing- Father, he calls his own; and 


yould they but open their Eyes, they muſt 


be convinced, that their Obedience to him, 
und Dependance upon him, muſt render 


SY their Happineſs as Compleat, as twould 


BY make it /aſfiyg. Tis true, to Men of Senſe 


end Probity, the virulent Aſperſions of our 


ons 
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I nodern Calumniators, prove as uns{i1ful, 
Js they are di/ngenuous, Yet amongſt the 


pnorant Vulgar, who cannot diſtinguiſh 
between Reports and Cerzainties, they are 
too tavourably received, and not without 
great Difficulty diſcarded. Upon which 
Account, the Authors and Propagators of 
them ought to be cenſured as the Bane of * 


Society, and the Peſt of the Nation; as Men 
J that are profligate of their Chriſtian Cha- 


ner, and a Reproach to Religion, it being 
really an Abomination both to God and 
Man, that the Profeſſors of the true God 


J lhould revile, for Conſcience ſake, and 
take Sanctuary in Lies and Scandal. And 


nw may we not thus expoſtulate, Do ye thus 


requite the Lord, O ye fooliſh People and un- Deut. ;2. 


wiſe > A ſtrange and infatuated People in- 5. 
cd! who would give up a Monarchy, the 
Envy 
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Envy of all Nations, which is limited, but 
not Elective, Hereditary, but not abſolute | 
for Arbitrary Power, which makes the Will 
of a Prince a Law to his People, even fol 
far as to ſubject their Lives and Fortunes to, 
his Pleaſure. What can we expect from 
a Popiſh Pretender, the Circumſtances of 
Ghole Birth muſt incline any reaſonablel 
Man to think it /purious, whoſe Dependance 
upon Foreign Courts confirm him to be aff 
Beggar, and wheſe Education muſt convince 
us, that he is a Biggoted Papiſt 2 I ſhould þ 
ſwell this Diſcourſe beyond the proper? 
Bounds of a Sermon, ſhould I enter upon 
an exact View of all the Heterodox Princi- 
ples, and damnable Poſitions of the Church 
of Rome. I will obſerve only, that as the“ 
. Extirpation of the Northern Herefie, is what P 
ſhe aims at, ſo has ſhe been true to this her 
darling Principle, and conſecrated Execu- 
tions, and Murders, Treaſons and Rebelli- 0 
ons, for the Advancement and Progreſs of 
the Catholick Cauſe. The Perſecutions which l 
the Primitive Chriſtians underwent by 


the Tyrannical Edits of the Pagan Empe- d 
rors, were not more ſanguinary and cruel be 
than what, thro' the Laws of Popiſh Princes, ſh 
has been inflicted upon thoſe who have de- : 


clared againſt the Hereſies and Superſtitions, 
and have withdrawn from the Communion 


of the Romiſh Church. It is ſhe whoſe Fore- D 
bead 


[ 25 ] 
bead has been red, and who has been ſo often 
unt with the Blood of God's Saints. It is (he 
J who has ſo often plotted againſt the Church 
Jof England ever fince the bleſſed Time of her 
Wl Purification. It is ſhe who can diſpenſe with the 
39 moſt Sacred and Solemn Oaths, abſolve Sub- 
bell £5 trom their Duty and Allegiance,and who 
gains Proſelites by an unlimitted Rage, and a 
fery Spirit, and propagates Religion by Tor. 
tures, Priſons, and Dragoons, inſtead of Miſ- 
ſanaries. Is it therefore aſtoniſhing to ima- 
gine, that the Church of Rome, who may wit 
great Propriety be (tile, Myſtery, Babylon * * Rey. 17. 
the Great, the Mother of Harlots, and Alo. 5. 
mination of the Earth, ſhould put upon us 
the n illegitimate Pretender, with all the Su- 
hat! perſtition and Corruptions of his Catholick 
her! Mother? Or can we be fo ſottiſh to think, 
eu- that he would ever forget the Whoredoms 
ell of the great Adultreſs, whole genuine Son 
z of be is, and who incourages a Rebellion in 
ich his Defence > No, he is too much a bigot- 
by ted Catholick to be converted, and in the 
dependent Circumſtance he has hitherto 
ruel! been in, is now, and muſt always be in, 
ces, ſhould he ever graſp the Scepter, which 
de. Cod for ever forbid, we may in vain enter a 
ons, I} demur againſt his Judgment, when we can- 
nion not withitand the Etforts of his Power: 
re WI But we hope, God, who gave up his Ad- 
bead Yocates to our Mercy, when by a Jehbu- like 
D Marth 


26 
March they had entered ſeruſalem, and ſet 
up their Banners for Tokens, will ſubdue 
likewiſe the Arch-Traytor, and his accurſed 
aſſociates, and cauſe the Uncircumciſed Phi- 
liſtine 70 Ze as one of them. And tho' our 
Adverſaries boaſt of their Numbers, and 
this being the laſt Attempt they can proba- 
bly make, they, like ſinking Men, try the 
beſt of their Skill : Tho' our Gracious Sove- 
reign King George, out of his Forbearance 
and Mercy, has hitherto overlooked the 
Tempeſt of their Scandal, and would, if poſ- 
ſible gain a YVidtory without Garments rolled 
in Bload, yet let them know, that he has 
roo much Gallantry in him to. be bullied out 
of his Crown by a Crew of Rebells ; that 
there are Thouſands i» Iſrael, whoſe Knees 
have not bowed to Baal, and that they will 
loſe their Lives and Fortunes in Defence of 
of the Hauoverian Succeſſion. And by the 
Bleſſing of God we doubt not, but our Ene- 
mies will ſoon be ſcattered, and Abner bin- 
\ felf die as a Fool dieth, In the mean Time, 
let us addreſs our ſelves in Prayer to the Lord 
of Hoſts, and God of Battle : Let us play the 
Men, for the Cities of our God; let us ſet a 
Mark upon thoſe who ſhoot out their Arrows, 
. even bitter Words: Let us be true to the 
God we ſerve, and to his Vicegerent, whom 
we have ſworn to, defend. And thus, by a 
Pious, Peaceable, Gallant and Chriſtian Be- 
| haviour, 


formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every 15. 


L 27 ] 
haviour, we may hope God will confound 
the Devices of thoſe that hate us, and we 
may with Comfort apply to our Church that 
Prophetical Paſſage ; No * Weapon that ig. Ig. 3. 
Tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee in Judgment, 
thou ſhalt condemn. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy 
grant, Cc. l 
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; N Hiſtorical Account of all the Tryals 
A and Attainders of High- Treaſon, from 
be beginnipg of the Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, Chronologically digeſted with ma- 
ny Material Occurrences, for the better [| 
luſtrating thereof: The Acts of Attainder at 
large: To which are added the dying Spee- 

ches or Papers left by the ſuffering Perſons. 
H. Grotius of the Rights of War and Peace 
in 3 Volumes, in which are explain'd the 
Laws and Claims of Nature and Nations, 
and the principal Points that -relate either 
to Publick Government, or the Conduct 
of private Life, together with the Au- 
thor's own Notes: Done into Engliſh by ſe- 
veral Hands, with the Addition of the Au- 
thor's Life by the Tranſlators; Dedicated to 
his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
Pr. 15 5. | * 
A Diſcouſe concerning the Exiſtence of 7 
God: By Edward Pelling, D. D. Rector of 

Pettworth in Suſſex. 
The Ladies and Gentleman's Ifbrary, ir 
4 Vol. Conſiſting of the Rules for Conduct 
in all Circumſtances of Life. Pr 145. 
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